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WRD 422- Beyond Electoral Politics: 
Public Advocacy in Everyday Life 

 

Tiny Library Instructions 
(15%) Due: 2 pm, 3.7 

 
From the Syllabus: Throughout the semester you will be asked to do research around the 
topics you are most interested in, and/or how your field of study engages in specific public 
advocacy efforts. The final product will be an annotated bibliography and a reflection on 
what the research has illuminated for you in terms of the concepts discussed in class. 
 
Extended Instructions: 
Perhaps you have seen some of these around your 
neighborhood or walking around different towns. The 
idea of a (free) tiny library reflects efforts to promote self 
and communal education. To continue our emphasis on 
everyday life encounters, building a tiny library will be the 
next step towards a critical, analytical understanding of 
specific public advocacy efforts. 
 
Moving from the kind of descriptive writing elicited by 
the Instagram interface, you will now engage with 
additional literature that will help you craft a 
conversation with other scholar/activists regarding your 
specific interests. This will require you do some research. 
Based on my suggestion for you to engage with the work 
of scholars and activists, you will be expected to write 
about scholarly and non-scholarly sources—half and half, minimum of 6, maximum of 10. 
To convey an analytical interaction, your entries can take the shape of a critical summary: 
what Joe Harris* calls “coming to terms” with a text, which would require you to define the 
project of the writer, note keywords and passages, and assess its uses and limits (15). Doing 
this should help you craft an analytical summary, or annotated bibliography. 
 
Authorship & Rhetorical Considerations: 
Instead of turning in the Tiny Library via Canvas, I will ask you to post it on your blogs, or as 
part of your Medium account. Once again, you will be asked to write a kind of rhetorical 
reflection, this time as an introduction to your set of critical summaries: what prompted you 
to focus on topic X? What did you learn in the process? What can you say about the places 
where you found your sources? What questions did your research prompt? You don’t have to 
answer all of these, but you can use these questions as a springboard to your own reflection. 

https://littlefreelibrary.org/start/

